
    Agenda Item 10.3 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE HELD ON  
TUESDAY 3 APRIL 2018, IN THE ALICE SPRINGS TOWN COUNCIL, ANDY MCNEIL ROOM 
 
1.  PRESENT    Mayor Damien Ryan  

Councillor Auricht (Chair) 
Councillor Eli Melky  
Ms Judith Lovell - Community Member 
Mr. Robbie Henderson – Community Member 
Mr. Peter Somerville – Manager, Infrastructure, Planning and Logistics  
Mr. Alex Read – ALEC 
Ms Sarah Fairhead – NTG Environment and Natural Resource (left 
meeting t 5:19pm) 
Mr David Koch – Community Member 
Mr. Ken Johnson – Landcare (proxy for Sunil Dhanji) 

 
IN ATTENDANCE    Mr. Rex Mooney – ASTC Chief Executive Officer   

Mr. Scott Allen – ASTC Director Technical Services 
Ms Hayley Michener – ASTC Environment Officer 
Mr. Reinier Laan – ASTC Manager Waste Management Facility  

 
          
2. APOLOGIES  Councillor Marli Banks 

Mr. Rod Cramer – Rural Area Association 
Ms Caragh Heenan –Land For Wildlife 
Mr. Sunil Dhanji – Landcare 

 
The meeting opened at 4.31pm 
 
3.  UPDATES FROM THE CHAIR – Recommendation from Council 
 

All recommendation from the previous minutes have been endorsed by Council.  
 
4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 26 February 2018  
 
 Moved: Councillor Melky           Seconded:  Judith Lovell     CARRIED 
 
 4.1 Business Arising 
Robbie Henderson requested that the minutes from the previous meeting be changed to reflect 
that he was advised to consult with Council’s relevant financial information and policies prior to 
reporting back to the EAC on divestment. The CEO offered instead, that Robbie could make a 
time for a meeting with Council’s Director of Finance to discuss Council’s financial policies. 

 
 
5. LAND 
 

5.1 Bush Fire Management 
Alice Springs Bushfire Management – roles and responsibilities 
NTFRS 
Under the Fire and Emergency Act the Northern Territory Fire and Rescue Service (NTFRS) has 
legislated responsibility for bush fire emergency response and mitigation within defined 
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emergency response areas (ERAs) located within the Northern Territory’s cities, larger towns and 
the surrounding rural/urban areas. The Alice Springs emergency response area (ERA) is defined 
by this map (where it is described as the Alice Springs Fire Control Area): 
http://www.pfes.nt.gov.au/Fire-and-Rescue/Regulations-Publications-and-Forms.aspx 
NTFRS provides a 24-hour emergency response service. As a major population centre, Alice 
Springs is serviced with career firefighters. There is also a volunteer Alice Springs Rural Fire 
Brigade, which is based at the corner of Stegar Road and Ross Highway and which provides 
coverage for the rural area. 
 
Bushfires NT 
The Bushfires NT division within DENR provides support to landholders in the management and 
mitigation of wildfire and assists volunteer brigades in fire management and suppression outside 
the Territory’s urban centres.  Bushfires NT is established by the new Bushfires Management Act 
(which came into effect on 1 November 2016, replacing the old Bushfires Act). The Bushfires 
Management Act provides the framework for managing bushfire in areas outside the Emergency 
Response Area of cities and towns in the NT. 
Certain areas in the NT have been declared Fire Protection Zones (FPZ). FPZs are boundaries 
that typically exist around the population centres of the Territory. Within an FPZ, there are 
additional responsibilities for landholders. These include the requirement to prepare firebreaks, 
manage fuel loads, and obtain a permit to burn. For Alice Springs, a FPZ is declared from a 50km 
radius from Alice Springs airport (this surrounds the NTFRS ERA). 
Bushfires NT operates under a series of policy guidelines designed to achieve its fire 
management objectives. They include:  
 

• protection of life, property and the environment from the effects of wildfires  
• maintenance of natural resources, including native ecosystems and productive lands, by 

the use of appropriate fire regimes.  
 
The policy stresses the need for individual landholders, be they public or private, to have fire 
management plans in place which are in the main devoted to the pre-suppression of large and 
intense fires. Such plans should be set in the context of a broader regional strategy. High levels of 
risk and effort and the degree of technology required mean that direct fire suppression measures 
are used only when human life, assets or environmental values are threatened. Bushfires NT sees 
its primary role as one of co-ordinating pre-suppression work to achieve consistent levels of 
practice most suited to the differing areas of the Northern Territory. The implementation of such 
“best practice” is dependent on research into the effects of fire on the environment. 
 
The differing roles and responsibilities in relation to ERAQ and FPZ boundaries are summarised 
here: 
 

 Emergency Response Area 
(ERA) 

Fire Protection Zone (FPZ) 

NTFRS 
Fire and Emergency 
Act 

• Respond to all fires 
• Fire exclusion 
• Fuel reduction and fire 

breaks 
• Compliance 

• Respond to structural fire 
• Assist when requested 

BFNT • Assist when requested • Support Volunteer Bushfire Brigade 

http://www.pfes.nt.gov.au/Fire-and-Rescue/Regulations-Publications-and-Forms.aspx
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Bushfires Management 
Act 

• Coordinate fuel reduction and 
firebreaks 

• Coordinate response to significant fires 
• Compliance 

 
Bushfires NT update 
The Fire Danger Period for Central Australia finished on 31 March 2018. During a declared Fire 
Danger Period, all landowners and occupiers must obtain a permit to burn outside the Fire 
Protection Zone. Permits to burn are always required within the Fire Protection Zone. 
For Central Australia, the current area of higher relative fire risk is the southwest corner of the 
region (approx. west of Curtin Springs to Kintore). This area has not been burnt in recent years 
and has received higher than average rainfall for three consecutive years and consequently has 
high fuel loads. 
BFNT is working with pastoralists and the Land Council to assist them to mitigate this fire risk. In 
recent weeks, this has included 200km of aerial prescribed burning on several pastoral properties 
close to the South Australian border. 
 
Discussion ensued. Council does not conduct its own controlled burns. 
Judith Lovell raised the point of rural properties historically providing a service in the form of fire 
breaks. Judith had concerns about certain areas. Specific areas of concern, such as the area east 
and west of the camel farm on Ross Highway need to be addressed to the Northern Territory 
Government. 

 
Action: That Bushfires NT / NTFRS receives an open invitation to attend the Environment 
Advisory Committee.  

 
5.2 Community Gardens 
Alex Read thanked Council for fixing the water issue and provided an update on an 
upcoming event and work starting on the kitchen 

 
5.3 Feral cats 

 
Figure 1: Number of cats trapped by the Ranger Unit. 

 
6. TRANSPORT 
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Alex Read noted the increase in the number of bike lock ups (racks) which would be encouraging 
for new cyclists. 
 
 
7. ENERGY 
 

7.1 Solar 
Energy use and solar from Council facilities: Graphs showing the energy use and 
solar produced at main Council facilities are provided below. Note: Emissions savings 
based on reducing reliance on grid-supplied energy at an emissions factor of 
0.67kg/CO₂-e/kWh (National-greenhouse-accounts-factors-august-2017). 
 

 
Figure 2: Monthly grid-supplied energy (kWh) for five individual Council facilities.  
Note: Major drops in energy use at ASALC prior to January 2018 due to indoor pool closure. 
 

 
 

Figure 3: Total energy, grid supplied energy, and solar energy produced for five individual Council facilities.  The 
graph also shows Greenhouse Gas emissions avoided through the use of solar power. 
 

 
Discussion ensued regarding drops within the graphs provided. 
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Currently, 40% of the total energy use from the five main Council facilities is supplied by 
solar. 

 
 
8.  WATER 
 

8.1   Alice Springs Water Allocation Plan 
The next meeting of the Alice Springs Water Advisory committee will be held in early May 
2018. This meeting will be co-hosted by Power Water and will focus on demand 
management issues. 
 
 

9.  WASTE & RECYCLING 
 
9.1  Regional Waste Management Facility (Operational) - Alice Springs Town 

Council 
 
Recycling  
Total Waste: Total waste MINUS clean fill collected at the Regional Waste Management Facility 
(RWMF) for the July 2017 to March 2018 period was 23,984.50 tons (Table 1).  The total waste 
collected over the same period for 2017 was 24,730.41 tons. 
Total Recycled: Total recycled material for July 2016 to March 2017 period was 5,600.99 tons 
compared to 1,765.02 tons for the 2017/2018 financial period (Table 1).    
Percentage Recycled: Total percentage of materials recycled between July (2016) and March 
(2017) was 22.65% (Table 1). The percentage recycled material over the same period in 
2017/2018 financial period is 7.36% (Table 1).   The recycled total for 2017 was higher than 2018, 
due to crushed concrete being used in large road projects by Council (e.g. Ilparpa Road, Alice 
Springs). 
Table 1: Breakdown of items and recycled material through the weighbridge displayed as yearly 
accumulated data for the 2016/2017 and 2017/2018 financial periods. 

  
July 2016-  

March 2017 
July 2017- 

March  2018 

  
Tonnes  
IN 

Tonnes  
OUT 

Tonnes 
 IN 

Tonnes 
 OUT 

Animal Carcass 4.47   7.94   
Asbestos 68.39   482.43   
Building Material  

 
54.65   92.64 

Cardboard & Paper 269.55 5.86 216.49   
Chemicals         
Clean Fill 8,820.94   8,504.79   
Concrete 1,926.86 4,131.91 1,627.78 812.18 
Container Deposit     0.64   
Council Supported 15.82   72.24   
Demolition Materials 4,424.78   4,031.21   
Domestic Bins 5,370.50   5,278.18   
Drop off Zone* (Shop)   96.17   105.56 
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Electronic waste 35.64 22.52 37.61 22.76 
Glass ** 86.11 67.24 64.79 12.40 
Green Waste 2,208.09 369.84 1,860.59 301.80 
Household Goods   39.05   34.33 
Liquid Waste 841.27   871.98   
Mattresses 45.72 33.45 44.79   
Metals *** 506.41 188.07 576.16   
Mixed Waste **** 8,494.56   8,311.88   
Timber & Pallets ***** 428.64 588.63 490.86 383.35 
Tyres 3.60 3.60 8.93   
Total 33,551.35 5,600.99 32,489.29 1,765.02 
Total Minus clean fill 24,730.41   23,984.50   
Percentage recycled   22.65%   7.36% 

Key: 
*      Drop off Zone – Goods dropped off by the Public at the Rediscovery Shop 
**   Glass categories  
***   Metal categories - include other categories (e.g. whitegoods etc.) 
****  Mixed Waste - includes other categories (e.g. confidential burial; food surrender; transfer station, general waste; 

street clean 
 

Cash-for-Containers 
The total number of bottles collected between July 2017 and January 2018 at the Regional Waste 
Management Facility was 132,237.00 (Figure 1). 

 
Figure 4: Breakdown of the monthly wine and spirit bottles collected at the Regional Waste 

Management Facility  
E-waste 

• Free disposal of computers and televisions is available to the public on the first Saturday 
of each month through the National Television and Computer Stewardship Program. The 
next e-waste free drop off day will be on Saturday the 7th April 2018. 
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Figure 5:  Annual breakdown of the e-waste data at the RWMF 
 
Judith Lovell enquired about the amount of asbestos coming through the weighbridge and 
whether or not this amount, if ongoing, would cause the RWMF to reach capacity in the 
asbestos area. Reinier Laan replied that although he doesn’t have exact figures on the 
capacity of the pit, it is unlikely to be reached soon and the amounts that come in through 
the weighbridge are dependent on construction projects and vary from year to year. The 
Mayor commented that with the facility servicing the region, it is preferable to have asbestos 
coming in through the facility as this means it is not being left out bush. 
 
Councillor Auricht queried whether or not Council has lost much recyclable material in the 
recent fire. Reinier Laan replied that the fire was burning old wood waste and was in a 
contained area. 

 
 
10. CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY 

 
10.1 Climate Action Plan Draft 

The Director advised that the Climate Action Plan will be on hold until the budget 
discussions are complete (roughly mid-May). Elected Members will provide initial 
comments to the Director. 
 
Robbie enquired about the Cites Power Partnership Plan Pledges. 
The Director Technical Services advised that Council is waiting for its partner which 
is Darwin City Council so that pledges can be worked on together. 

 
11.       Roadmap to a desertSMART Town  

 
Councillor Melky questioned the need for this item to be on the agenda given that no 
updates have been provided for some time. A refresh could be provided at which point this 
could go back on the agenda. Alex Read informed the committee that ALEC had been 



180403 EAC  Agenda Item No. 10.3 
  Page 8 
   

informally advised that a grant application to work on the Roadmap to a desertSMART 
Town had been approved. 
 
Action: Remove the Roadmap to a desertSMART Town from the Agenda until an 
update can be provided. 

 
12. CORRESPONDENCE  
  
 Nil 
 
13. OTHER BUSINESS  
 

13.1  Divestment 
Robbie would like to undertake further research on Council’s financial policies to 
better understand them in order to further comment on divestment. The CEO 
reiterated the offer of meeting with the Director Finance, which he accepted. Alex 
Read asked if he could also attend this meeting and the CEO approved this request. 

 
 
Judith Lovell discussed the Rural Residents working towards a Masterplan. 
 
Ken Johnson reminded the committee that a working group had been formed (Lhere Mparntwe 
(Todd River) Working Group). 
 

 
NEXT MEETING:  Monday 4th June 2018 from 4.30pm in the Andy McNeill Room  

 
Meeting closed at 5:52pm 


